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Web Search – “Sustainable Agricultural Practices” yielded 73 sites (then following the links!!):





What is Sustainable Agriculture?
Some terms defy definition. "Sustainable agriculture" has become one of them. In such a quickly changing world, can anything be sustainable? What do we want to sustain? How can we implement such a nebulous goal? Is it too late? With the contradictions and questions have come a hard look at our present food production system and thoughtful evaluations of its future. If nothing else, the term "sustainable agriculture" has provided "talking points," a sense of direction, and an urgency, that has sparked much excitement and innovative thinking in the agricultural world. 

The word "sustain," from the Latin sustinere (sus-, from below and tenere, to hold), to keep in existence or maintain, implies long-term support or permanence. As it pertains to agriculture, sustainable describes farming systems that are "capable of maintaining their productivity and usefulness to society indefinitely. Such systems... must be resource-conserving, socially supportive, commercially competitive, and environmentally sound." [John Ikerd, as quoted by Richard Duesterhaus in "Sustainability's Promise," Journal of Soil and Water Conservation (Jan.-Feb. 1990) 45(1): p.4. NAL Call # 56.8 J822] 

"Sustainable agriculture" was addressed by Congress in the 1990 "Farm Bill" [Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (FACTA), Public Law 101-624, Title XVI, Subtitle A, Section 1603 (Government Printing Office, Washington, DC, 1990) NAL Call # KF1692.A31 1990]. Under that law, "the term sustainable agriculture means an integrated system of plant and animal production practices having a site-specific application that will, over the long term: 

· satisfy human food and fiber needs 

· enhance environmental quality and the natural resource base upon which the agricultural economy depends 

· make the most efficient use of nonrenewable resources and on-farm resources and integrate, where appropriate, natural 

· biological cycles and controls 

· sustain the economic viability of farm operations 

· enhance the quality of life for farmers and society as a whole." 

As more parties sign on to the sustainable agriculture effort, perceptions about what defines sustainability in agriculture have multiplied. AFSIC's publication, Sustainable Agriculture: Definitions and Terms, strives to illustrate the commonality and some of the controversy that defining such a goal entails……..
Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture 

University of Minnesota 
411 Borlaug Hall 
1991 Buford Circle 
St. Paul, MN 55108-1013 

http://www.misa.umn.edu 

Finca Loma Linda Costa Rica 

Website: http://www.human.com/lomalinda 

Finca Loma Linda is a center for research in sustainable agriculture and environmental management. The objective of the program is to develop methods that will enable farmers to manage their land in a manner that reduces environmental degradation, food contamination and incorporates conservation strategies. 

Loma Linda assists researchers and students who are motivated to improve environmental management in the humid tropics and provides outreach to the local community of farmers.

Mauritius Sugar Industry Research Institute –by Dr L. Jean-Claude Autrey, Director,

The concept of sustainability is becoming increasingly popular in public discussion though the concept itself is diffuse or elusive depending on the viewpoint of the person or organization involved. From the standpoint of agriculture, for instance, it is being used to cover a whole spectrum of ideas, from at one end an agriculture based on organic matter recycling to low-input (fertilizer, pesticides, energy) farming and ultimately to modern intensive practices using careful monitoring to minimize or eliminate environmental effects particularly as they relate to pollution of water resources

From: Production Practices and Systems in Sustainable Agriculture 
David L. Debertin and Angelos Pagoulatos

One widely accepted definition of sustainable agriculture comes legislation, specifically that contained in the 1990 Farm Bill, technically the U.S. House of Representative's conference report on the Food, Agriculture and Trade Act of 1990 (p. 1055). The conference report defines sustainable agriculture as 

"An integrated system of plant and animal production practices having a site-specific application that will, over the long term: 

(1) satisfy human food and fiber needs; 

(2) enhance environmental quality and the natural resource base on which the agricultural economy depends; 

(3)  make the most efficient use of non-renewable resources and on-farm resources, and integrate, where appropriate, natural biological cycles and controls; 

(4)  sustain the economic viability of farm operations; and 

(5)  enhance the quality of life for farmers and society as a whole." 
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